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ADDRESS AT THE ONE HUNDRETH ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE GREATER PROVIDENCE YMCA
MAY 1k, 1953

When Governor Sherman Adems, on behalf of Mr. Colt, told me of the
invitation to come to Providencc, I answered that I was not in the speech-
making business. My job was to get just as little publicity and as much
anonymity as possible. Also I reminded him that as Head of the Central
Intelligence Agency I keep entirely out of politics.

Governor Adams, who is doing & great job in Washingten, is a vary
persuasive man. He told me this was not a political occasion. It was a
chance, he said, to talk on a subjcct which he knew I had been studying,
namely, what was happening to the youth in the Soviet dominated areas of
the world and what the Communists were trying to do to youth, even in the
frece countries.

50 I accepted your kind invitation and am glad tc heve this chance
of being with you on this significant anniversery in the work of +the YMCA

My son, a veteran of Korea, has often put this question to me, and
in various forms I have had thc same kind of inguiry from mony others of
his generation. The guestion is this: Why is it that the Communishs scer:
to be so successful in getting the fanatical support of their youth behind
a cause we all know to be false? And why is 1t thet in many of the coun-
tries of the frce West that same dynamic forece scems to be lacking in the
younger generagtion?

Note that I said, "seem to be successful." I do not accept the impli-
cation of the question. I reccognize that appearances Justify it and I

concede that thce answer is not an casy one.
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Theseeason why the West appears to come off second best in this

comparison veries from country to ceuntry as we look at the Free World.
Take certain countries of Western Europe, for example.

It is hard for us to appreciate the extent to which twe world wars,
1914 end 1939, sapped the strength of Europe by decimating ite youtl..

If at times we fecl that there is a lack of vigorous leadership in sonme
Europecan countrics, we must reelize thet the very best of European youtlh
perished in World War I, which for countriecs like France, England, =znd
Italy was more costly in terms of casuslties, than even World War IX. I
is the men lost In Flanders Field and st Verdun who would be the paliticnl
leaders of Western Europe today if they hmed survived. Their loss in twwu
has affceted the younger generation of todsy.

Then too in some of these Buropean countries, and here Germany can
be added with particular force, and idea of another war is unbearablie for
both the older and the younger generation. Many went to have nothing to
do with anything warlike, even preparation for defense.

Tn other countries morce rcmote from the immediate danger, although
they too are threatened by it, it is herd, perticularly for the younger
gencration, to appreciate the great peril of the moment. This is true o
some cxtent in the United States, despite the war in Korea.

Russia, and China too, suffcered grievously in recent wars and et
the young men there scem all too ready to sacrifice themselves for vhe
Stete and even for new military adventures., How hasg this come aboun?

The Soviet leaders have somchow managed to capitelize on the d s~
illusionment of youth in the pcriod between the World Wars and part.cu-

larly efter World War II. They well understood the instinctive des.re

Approved For Release 2003/05/05 : CIA-RDP80R01731R001700030014-0



of your R AEAEL RIGaSAAA03IRU0; FHARDIRIRI 231 RRGILOP0S00 1462
cauge, particularly a cause that involves mass youth movements. Suck
movements scem to have far morc appeal in the Slav countries and the
countries of Bastern BEurope than, say, in Anglo Saxon countries where
the fecling of individusl responsibility is highly developed.

But even in the United Statces the strange ideology of Communism
secmed to have & surprising appeal to youth in the post-war, post-deyres-
sion era of the 30's - and to an extent thet is not yet fully known.

Where youth is insecurc there is a tendency to Join mdss movemeris,
to accept disciﬁline and direction. The Communist leadcrs have cleverly
traded on the desire of youth to be led.

* ¥ *

In the Communist world there is a carefully worked out system o
youth indoctrination which molds meny of them into being slaves of trz
system. Unfortunately their fanaticism -- evidenced, for example,
emong many of the Communists we hold as prisoners of war in Korea -- is
not less dangerous because it is synthetically created.

The Sovict policy towerd youth is clearly illustrated by the pattern
of youth orgenizations which has been establishod not only in the Soviet
Union but also in every country which has come under Communist rule. In
~ the Soviet Union there is & succession of youth orgenizations. Non-(om-
munist youth organizations have long since been dlsbanded and nost off
their members forced into the common mold.

The Communist youth organizations ere mass organizations. Mcnb.orsh.s
for most is automatic at the ocutset with successive steps of weeding out

as the young people grow up. Children -- both boys and girls -- are takon
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into the Octobrists before they are eight. At 10 or 11 they "graduate”

into the Young Pioneers (of whom there are some 13,000,000) which keceps
them until they are 14 - 16. The next step is into the Komsomol, the
elite youth organization of some 9,000,000 from whom evembual party
membership is drawn.

At overy stage the emphasis is on discipline and Commmist principln
even for the youngest for whom a favorite puppet show is "Big Ivan."

Big Ivan is a huge blind peasant who stands for the Russgian peopl: oppr:issed
by little men labeled Czmar, General, Priest, and Kulek. An owl finally
cures Iven's blindness. In the end Ivan kills his tormentors and desurilrs
their palaces and churches.

As the final result of this indoctrination of ycuth the Communiss
Party attempts to draw upon & thoroughly diseciplined and fanatica.ly
dedicated Komsomol for its own merbership.

The over-all youth program is closcly eoordinated with the educa-
tional system, the sports programs and the militery demands upon —he younh.
Even the carecrs of Soviet youthe erc rigidly controlled and cntry inu:
the restricted categorics of technician or specialist is limited —o thom:
with a good youth rececord. Membership in the Komsomol gencerally d. ter -
mines admission of students to universities, and without th2 approvel o
the youth organizotion, it is not possible to enter into a profes:ion.
Often c¢ven a young men's calling is chosen for him.

In rcality the young people in the Soviet Union have little “reedorn
of choice. Taken st an impressionable age, they hear only one doctriae.
They are taught the infallibility of their lceadership and their press.

Is it strange that so many of them come to bolieve only in the Sovriet
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ideal?” Particularly since they are largely deprived of the religieus

influence which might serve as an antidote for Communist matcrialism?

Not all of the Soviet youth, by any means, are consclous that they
are the vietims of coercion in their regimented orgenizations. On the
contrary, knowing no other sorts of youth activities most of them rave
come to consider it a privilege to be included in those thet are availeb’ : .
the more 8o because of the tangible rewards for the future held out to tiu:
Komsomol youth and the party member. It is this apparent enthusiaem, in
the absence of conscious choice, that makes Communist fanaticism the mere
dangerous.

* * ¥

The systems that prevall in the European satellites do not differ
substantially from those in the Soviet Union itself. The Communist
program secms to achieve a high degree of success among the childré: in
the six to fourteen age group, but in the older group, say between il asd
25, there is a large degrce of apathy to Communist indoctrination. In
countrles such as Poland and Czechoslovekia the older age group stiil
remembers the days of frecdom, and indoctrination of the children tiere
is not easy.

In fact, some youth revolt from it, particularly resenting the
system of espionage and denunciation that pervodes life in the Eurorean
satellites of the Soviet. The bold Polish MIG-15 pilot, Lt. Franciszek
Jarecki, who recently defccted to Denmark ig an example of this. In a

statement that he made a few days ago he said this:

-5 -
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"T had determined to get out of Poland long before I was able to

fly & MIG, because life under Communism sickened me. Nobody paid me tt
escape. For years, even after I joined the air force, I didn't have a
single real friend. I didn't want the kind of friend who would be 3pyinyl
on me, as I mysclf had been asked to spy on others, #*¥¥x"

"Yeg, sir,” he goes on to say, "we are all fed up with the never
ending lies and idolizing of the Soviets and I can assure you if there
was only a little more chance a huge mejority of the Polish #"lyers wow.d
escape to the West."

The anti-religious theme, of course, is particularly stressed in
youth training. For example in Estonia the Central Committea of tie
Xomsomol recently circulated a pamphilet entitled "The Ten Commendm -nts
&f Communism" to combat religious resistance to regimentaetion:

1. ©Never forget that the clergy are the greatest
enemies of the Commmnist state.
2. Try to convert your friends to Communism.

Advise your friends to avoid clergymen and Chrisgtisans.

(93]

o

Bewarce of spies! Denounce saboteurs!
Distribute atheistic litersture among the population.
6. A good Komsomol youth is a fighter for thc cause of
atheism.
7. Fight the religious elcment wherever you can prevenu
its influence on your comradc.
8. A good godless youth must also be a good policaman.
9. The godless movement grows also by means of monetary
contributions.
10. If you arc not a convinced adherent of the godless

movement, you cannot be a good Communist and Soviet ecitizen.
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he prominence given to news on youth organizations in the Cemmurist

press shows how sericusly youth indoctrination is taken. Yet in some of
the satellites it is interesting to note that the Communists have had to
admit partial familure a8 a result of over-zcalousness. They have had to
cut back the doses of Marxism that are administered and substitute mor:
emphesis on mass sport programs, generally with a militaristic backgrcursd.
including flying and pgliding excercicscs, parechute training, and the like.

Just the other doy, on April 2hth, the Communist Czoch Government
ordered a sharp reduction in certain of the political education activitics.
The 5,000 young pecople a month that have Jjoined the £light from East
Germeny to Berlin is evidence of the continuing distaste with whien youns
Germans are reacting to the Communist indoctrination they are receivins.
In March of this year 10% of those fleeing to Western Berlin werc in the
age group 14 -25; in April this figure had risen to 15%.

In China the Communists had penetrated the student movement 1l.ng
before they came into power. Skilled agitators, on the basis of experi-
ence gained in the 20's, laid the groundwork during the long war with
Japan. Ubon this foundation the Communists were sble to ermet a s.udent
movement which materially helped them to national power. This mov:-ment.
known as the All-China Student Federation, was fully organized by Marc.
1949, six months before the Commmist regime Formally proclaimed 1 s
takeover of the Chincse government. The strength of the Federation hsa
allowed it tc reach ebrond and spark the penetration of Southeast .isia
student movements, playing upon the decp-seated cormection wiiieh 1:.nks

overscas Chinese with the lsnd of their fathers.
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Alongside the student movemant the Chincse Communists have eroatcd

other youth groups, very simllar to those in the Soviet Union, witn th.
Youﬁg Pioneers gathering in the children of & to 15 years ard tho all-
aembracing New Democratice Youth Corps taking the older ones. Here. as ...
the Soviet Union and in the Buropcan Satellites, the emphesis is upon
iron disciplince, and, of course, complete devotion to the regime.
* * ¥

Side by side with the youth organizations within the Scviet Unior

and other Communist countrics, there have been developed, "for externel

use only," intcrnational front organizations for youth and students.

Their purposc is to influence the youth of the free world and to irmress
them with a picture of strength and solidarity emong Communist youtia.
Two of the most important of these front organizations are The Wor.d
Federation of Democratice Youth and the Internetional Union of Stud:nte.
These two organizations arc the vehicles of Soviet youth policy cut-
side of the arves controlled by the Communist govermments. Those who s+
regponsible for Commnist youth policy on both sides of the Iron Curtais
are not troublcd by thesdemands of cousistency. This is shown in =he
stark contrast in atbtitudes toward military sorvice. Behind the Iron
Curtein the youth organizations work constantly to integrate their menbers
into the military system of the Commmnist ccuntrics. For exaaple, the
Hungarian youth organization issued a statement to its mombers on she
Tth of May 1952 telling them that their primary tosk was mentol ani phy-
sical preparation for defense. On almost the samc day The World Foder: -
tion of Democratic Youth, whose headquarters are in Budapest, issu:xd @

call tc all youth in the Westorn World to Join in a conferspes which it

labeled "For the Defense of the Rights of Youth."
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This Congress, according to 1ts Budapcst heasdquarters, promwted e

idea that youth should be allowed to exercise its inelienable rights =0
continue education unhampered by any dcmend for armed service and tha.
youth should demand thet amamcnt expenditures be reduced and that th
money saved should be glven towards scholarships. This app:at to puc -
fism and exhortation to refuse militery service was, of course, iimit.d bt

the youth of Western countrics.

For youth in arcas like the Middls East, Southeast Asia and the
frec Far East, the Communists advocate still another course. in thog::
areas Communist internationsl front orgenizations have called on youtsi

1

to "fight for peace with weapons in their hands." The Conmwaiiot youi.n
orgonizations have been troining their members in Southeast Agia in suer-
rille tactics: apd in the use of arms to participate in uprisings apge: ust
constituted governments of the arca.

At lerge Communist youth festivals, guch as the 1951 rally in b orliz,
the delegates from the Communist guerrilla forcces of Qreec:, Malaya, Noxii
Korca and Viet Nam are always given the most honored place and their
active rebellion against non-Communist governments was neld up as tie
finest examplc of youth activity.

On the day that the new Japanese treaty went into effect, the Lommi-
nists started a bloody riot ageinst foreign militery forces in Japa:. .
hord core of Communists who incited the riot wure gtudents Trom Jap ncs:
wiversities. They shout.d slogans against Anerican military forcés
stationed in Jepen and domanded an end to U. S. military installatiomns it
that country. At the very seme tirme the Communist youth orggnizations ii.

East Gerneny were glorifying the Soviet military forces gtetioned 34 the.

country.
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From a1l this it is clear that the Soviets intend that youth organi -

zations be used not for the development of its individual members itut for
the furtherance of Soviet foreign policy, whatever that policy mey be :n .
particular area. In the Communist areas, that policy cails for yo:th 1«
participate in military training, in Western Europe the policy demesnds
that youth be pacifists, and 1n the East that youth participete in activa
rebellion and sahotage.

At given times the men who control the Communist youth apparaius
stage special events to show their power and to attempt to frighter: the
West by parading samples of the millions of young people whom they can
get to dance to thelr tune. The World Federation of Democratic Yguth,
which claims 78,000,000 members throughout the world, and The Inter-
national Union of Students, which claims 5,000,000 student members, to-
gether sponsored a series of mass demonstrations in Berlin in Auvgust of
1951 which were truly frightening by their size alone. These Berlin
demonstrations were labeled by their sponsors "A Youth Festival far Pemco.’
They could more accurately be described as a threat to the firee govern-
ment in Western Germany.

This political demonstration in East Germany was probebly the most
expengive youth rally of our time. Over a million German youths were
transported to Berlin in scores of railway trains and every other neans
of conveyance to demonstrate "loyalty" to Communism and the Soviet Union.
They were Jjoined in military type parades, shouting slogens, by owr
25,000 foreign youths who were brought to Berlin from all corners of tho
world, without charge to themselves. The entire bill was footed by the
Communist governments of Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union. The cosat

must have been tens of millions of dollars. During the two weeks tnat
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the rally lasted there was not a single busincss mecting or public dis-
cuseion in which any of the youth delcgatcs could participate. Ther: we.:
meny specches, but always by the leadurs of the Communist youth orgsnizéa-
tiqns, not by the youth delegates.

But even this Berlin spectacle had its kickback for the Soviev (nieu,
thanks to our able High Coumissioner, Mr. John J. McCloy. Almost a aillics
of the Communist youth visited the Free Western Sector of Berlin in direct
violation of orders. Probably they went there to Jeecr, but they steyed
to wonder. Many of them wanted to stay permencntly. They were shown Lo
sights of the frea city ot Western Berlin. The most impressive sigit
they saw was the American High Commissioncr himself who sat dGown with
large groups of these studcnts, heard their problems and answered their
gquestions candidly and fully. Word of this spread throughout the e tirs
youth festival and was an jmpressive contrast to Communist technigu 8 O
permitting no free discussion of youth problems 8t the Rally.

The latest Communist youth rallies in arcas cxposed Lo the outside
world, such as Berlin and Vicnna, have becn less and less successiuvl, &G
the Communists have become slerted to the danger ol exposing thelr in-
doctrinated youth to an elternative way of life. Recently they steged
a so-celled world-wide youth conference in the Russian sector of Vienn:
under the high sounding title of Conference on the Defense oY the nrigh.s
of Youth. To hide the Communisth character of the sponsorshivp of tids
conference, many non-Cemaunist organizations were invited, even the inv.i-
national YMCA. The meeting was largely a failure.

This summer behind the Iron Curtain these Communist front groups
arc staging four morc mammoth conferences, one of which is c¢alled the
Fourth World Youth Festival for Peace. A letter written by en East Geimst
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to & friend in the United States while he was temporarily in West Germany

throws a somewhat sinister light on what the Soviet mean by stressing
peace in their youth organizations. "The tecn-agers," this German boy
writes, "are given preliminary training by the association for sport nnd
techniques, including glider flying, shooting, and other service prepara-
tory to entering the Army, Navy, or Air Force."

Everyvhere throughout the Soviet orbit the propaganda word is peuce,
but the preparation is for war.

It is well, it scems to me, that we should understand whai communisn
is doing to youth. Dangerous as it is we should not conelude that thore
is no answer. All Communist youth is not convinced or faneticel. Youth
in the Soviet Union, despite appearances, is, over-all, possibly less
Tanatical than in some of the countries vhere Communism is newer. Scne
Soviet youth have seen the disillusionment of their parents whe theme
selves had gone through Communist youth training. Youth in the Satel ites
and in China have not scen this.

The Communist mastcers of the youth program have learned one lesson
we should take to heart. In dealing with youth they have scen the us:-
fulness of discipline, coupled with serious attention to the individual
members of the organization. They use this as a means of achieving k.gh
morale and cobedience. Discipline, if applicd on sound principlss, caa
help create mprale based on pridc in a common expericnce. Tn some
instances the more severe the discipline the higher the Communist mor-le.
Somctimes it is more effective to demand severcely of people than to promis.

them too much and to cater to their wishcs.
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The moral of this, as I see it, is that we Americans are apt 1.0
undervate the importance in youth training of orgenizationsl principlze.
For this rcason we tend to attribute Soviet succegscs too much to .deoio-
gical training and too little to the fact that they have studied carefiu.iy
and applied consistently the basic principles of human organization am.
discipline.

It is great organizations like the Y.M.C.A, which cean help to inswiil.
the proper principles of discipline and at the same time protect the fre:aom
of the individual.

Finelly it is important that we should appreciate that the youth or
the non-Communist world ere locking more and more to American yout: for
inspiration and guidance. The Y.M.C.A., with its ties with youth proups
throughout the world, has a unique opportunity to Jjoin with the youth
of the Free World and to lend moral and other support. This is particu-
larly true in the Middle Egst and Asia, which have only rccantly geined
their independence, and where the youth are looking for some guidinrg
inspiration.

If we do not take this opportunity, many of the world's youth may.
by default, slip under the influence of thosc sinister Commumist f-ont
groups, whose mission, under the guise of peace, is preparation foo furtis -

conguest.
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